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men were mixed in a wild confusion. The Afghans poured and
poured upon them from every side. A large number of the army
were slain, many of the bravest fell fighting to the last, while a
few only fled. Kokaltash valiantly decided to die on the ground,
but one of his friends seized his rein and dragged him from the
field. He, at length, reached the camp on foot. The retreat was
continued in the darkness of the night. Nearly 5,000 of the imperial
troops fell on this sad occasion, among them the most distin-
guished was Raja Birbal.
Abul Fazl puts the number of the dead at five thousand; other
historians estimate that no less than eight thousand men lost their
lives in the catastrophe; Zain Koka and Fatehullah Khan were
lucky to escape with minor injuries. Both of them hid themselves
in a triangular cave for several days before taking the road to
Attock. They reached the royal camp on foot and in tatters.
Akbar did not receive them for nearly a week; his anguish was
too great to be borne with equanimity. The death of Birbal over-
whelmed him. For two days and nights he went without food or
drink. What made him "shriek with pain" was that the Raja's
body was not found. He suspected foul play, and felt that perhaps
Zain Khan had him liquidated with the connivance of some of his
own men. He sent orders to Kabul and Lahore that no effort
should be spared to trace the Raja's body*
A report came from Afghanistan that the Raja had been seen
wandering about in the saffron clothes of a darvesh, and that the
shame of the defeat prevented him from coming to the court.
Akbar decided to go himself in disguise to check the veracity of
this information, but his advisers, among them Abul Fazl and
Faizi, dissuaded him from undertaking the hazardous exploration.
Then came a news from Lahore that a man, bearing a marked
resemblance to Birbal, was seen giving hair-cuts to peasants on the
western bank of the Jhelum. Akbar went into a rage at the inac-
tion of his officers, and sent an urgent command to the Governor;
(^
I am distressed that you did not detain the man who, according
to reports reaching me, is an exact replica of Birbal. Contact
him immediately, and send him to the camp with a strong
military escort. I would impress upon you once again that Raja
Birbal was not only a commander of our forces; he was a per-